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The Commands of Our Lord

“Judge”
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful.

Jesus clearly commands us to judge:

John 7:24 “Do not judge according to appearance, but judge with righteous judgment.”
But non-Christians accuse Christians of being judgmental and they will often throw the following Scripture at us:

Matt 7:1 “Do not judge lest you be judged.”

So the next time someone hits you with Matt 7:1, counter with John 7:24!

It is extremely important that we first realize that any judging that we do must begin with ourselves.  We must control our tongue concerning others until we are sure that we have first judged ourselves correctly:

Matt 7:3 “And why do you look at the speck that is in your brother's eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye?

Matt 7:4 "Or how can you say to your brother, 'Let me take the speck out of your eye,' and behold, the log is in your own eye?”

But let’s look a bit more at this topic.  Is there a conflict between Matt 7:1 and John 7:24?  Obviously there are no conflicts, since we know that such do not exist in God’s Word, so we need to further study the verses.  People often see contradictions in Scripture when there are none.  One reason for apparent conflicts is that one or both of the verses have been taken out of context.  To help us understand Jesus’ statement quoted in Matt 7:1 let’s read the next verse:
Matt 7:2 “For in the way you judge, you will be judged; and by your standard of measure, it will be measured to you.”
Jesus tells us that in the way that we judge we shall be judged so there is more than one way to judge.  In the Scripture of Matthew Jesus is talking about the Jews judging people by their worldly standards.  In the Scripture of John, Jesus is talking about judging according to the standards of God.  Following are two examples that might help us to understand the differences in judgment.
An example of a way in which we cannot judge someone might be if we tell someone that they are wrong in eating meat because that judgment is not based upon God’s standards (pork chops are ok!).
1Cor 10:25 “Eat anything that is sold in the meat market, without asking questions for conscience' sake;

1Cor 10:26 for the earth is the Lord's, and all it contains.”

An example of a way in which we can judge someone is to tell them that they are wrong in not attending church services to glorify God and to encourage each other for such is based upon God’s standards:  

Heb 10:24 “and let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds,

Heb 10:25 not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another; and all the more, as you see the day drawing near.”
Judging according to God’s standards is certainly warranted in Scripture.
Proverbs 8:16 “By me princes rule, and nobles, All who judge rightly.”

Proverbs 31:9 “Open your mouth, judge righteously, And defend the rights of the afflicted and needy.”
Ezekiel 44:24 “And in a dispute they shall take their stand to judge; they shall judge it according to My ordinances. They shall also keep My laws and My statutes in all My appointed feasts, and sanctify My sabbaths.”

Zechariah 8:16 “These are the things which you should do: speak the truth to one another; judge with truth and judgment for peace in your gates.”
We must be careful not to judge just based upon what we see.  We must research the situation and make sure that we judge righteously:

Isaiah 11:3 “And He will delight in the fear of the Lord, And He will not judge by what His eyes see, Nor make a decision by what His ears hear;”

Isaiah 11:4 “But with righteousness He will judge the poor, And decide with fairness for the afflicted of the earth; And He will strike the earth with the rod of His mouth, And with the breath of His lips He will slay the wicked.”
We will even be judged for not judging according to righteousness:
Luke 12:57 “And why do you not even on your own initiative judge what is right?”
Homework:  I am sure that you can develop more examples of when we can and when we cannot judge someone else so develop at least two examples in each category and think about developing more as you walk during this week.  I would love to hear some examples from you.  Be sure to judge yourself first when you find yourself judging others!  
Judge righteously!

